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Mk Wanslam Thkes bais dombe I"I
& Eeirs neith Tollows je 1":%
Epn}ﬂch of Eobeet Louis

Feverison in CEuerees Framce

1 & ety reorming in the
ECUAYE
fown m
of soimbien ¥
Morganne for b
17, with o feiching finge and a fine

rurmge | tekde fear pars a erifle Omb@y as owmer
Chriesian Bnacher Iocke an appeoen

“She's prawy” he saye “Buta bit ficklo at the
meanient, She's oo haat™

Exactly 130 vesrs ago 1o the day, T
feand suthor Robert Lot Steversan wislled
threuagh here on his L 2Tk joumey

with Bodesiine, "a dirmisdinee he-ags. . wWith
nce”. Barely visible beneath &
rping b siffed with a leg

vt shesmkin
af midton & his

coal, bottles ol Besdjolais
brandy: black and white bread. an egg whsk
and g reec e Sheven: s Einy ke could
barey put onk beal in et of the ol Less
prosaically equpped and samired of a bed
aach mght in local inng, | kave little mone

& boatks ol Jocal 'wine, o baglsene and
anassential copy of his journal, Trmel vtk d
Dk - the Chnnes
AL 0aM we Set ol W ihe sirains ol &

bagpipe - & roupe of musicans |eadng
meerys and zome 40 walkess from the:
evermon Sociely on the [h day ol ther
COMTTMTLOREW walk Gown the Se

KR

fien: | might 30 and wi hawe 1o
serprnmise,” b says

A5 i1 psen e poeit. Morganeme Bl
dead and
1g5 00 :
mitan tukes e anl with & hard Seajes o
yvanks finally has bir on ber way, s | said” he
jells me ber

lemd on & sucoulent

e head rope she refises o b

¥ “Compromise, and o firm band]”
We are wallang through raling countrysiie,

deacribed by Stevenson as “fine bisy breathing

rustic landscape”, torroried in his fime by B
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Fly to MOSTPELLIER fram 3 Brussels {Chasleral] | 2 Frankhert (Haha) | X Loosdom {Sarmsted) | Vsl servrpmini comfer moes inlarmatisn

a ferocious woll, wiich desaunsd (he wmie
with relish) “shepherdases noted for thelr
beuuityT. Todmy, thers are neither-wolves noe
hepherdesses, s s buge tacior ploughing a
Feeld. which almat puts Morgasme v fighe

Ir chark: woodangs and driving min, Steverson
bz tolally lost - ':.lunduri'ng:llmmh meErsh
swamp and Bog unt aightlall, when he dumbled
into the Eamle: of Fouzlhae Locals, alarmed at
Wk slghe & ths bedtmppled Seeipnen slammed
theiy doc i b liee Furious, he and Modestine,
“niow a haggard. drenched, despondirg dordesy”,
sleps oot Lmder a e — Stevenso, evalver o
hiard, drifting into deep shamber warmed e
frecueri atgs fion tis brandy botile,

vt Rouibae in bright simishins & & diffemsn
story, anid Rene Rseutor, sandng among bis

cabboges. says his distan relatives wene among
thmse who urned Sirersomn away

“Thiat vk & doig e aga = i would be
tiTerent nove” he saye. Moiganne, perkefic
miszny bes oommdes who hive walked on
b, o parhaps $1l bearmy a grudes forpoo
Podersonie, reflses to believe & word and depors
of & gallaf, fowenr i at theend of her head
e an e rrth of pathersd '\.'-ilnm Gﬂj_.' tha
l:IIT'.E{!.- asatetance ol Jobsnna, our pocordionst,
sves the day “Oet in oot of beg” ghis yells s
v cannon pas., “She s to walk behined other
donkpya® And 2o o the next Mometre | walk
witlh Morganne's nose pressd o my back her
ardrur conked omifl vwe catch wp with the oters

Thast might we drop down through woods o
Chigylard FEvEdque, whict Stevensom described

T

Music men
o s

GULE OF LYONWS

mnilfily & =a Few broles ends of village with
T pamtloular srreet”. But & ware e and a
wonderul-supper &t the Chabst Chegdard lnn
= wiity acdordion and flute played by Joharma
and her roupe — grse us el o very different
taion on the willage. Befare nirving in. | walk up
tor thee fiekE abowe to find Morganne and het
biothers chormping chesrfidly on some oats in
the Frosty evering alx
Mext . we danit through pine weods
with levely wiews meer- mist-ffled vadioys
~ Moigarme, hes [nge &t a raldsh angle
settmg 8 cracking pace “Perhape she's acented
lion sormrwhare sheed? | ask Christien.
“I hoge not,” B respliess I:II‘!".'\(}I,J.';}' *The =
I of darikeys 18 very direcl, Maothing steps a
rale donkey —nover got n the wagt* ¥
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ﬁ TRTE Fis tn MOWTPELLIER froan ¥ Brussels {Chariarod) | % Frankfurd {Halm) | ¥ Loscen [Seancted) § Wil w

“Far mhy F"'}ui beavel mol
to Ao e wLEEE rl,.n.;.’l‘ Yo 5&_"1
Tenuek for beavel's snfe, The

ront nkbnie is Yo movaste
feel Poe meeds prod Wililes of

sur life more ~early: to come

doww ofk s feabherbed of
civilisnhors : reod Eiod Pl ﬁinl;.e
jma-uﬂ'c weidenbea ¥ rad sheenm
il L\IH'iHﬂ_ Elw’fs,"'

Fxrrned froan Slenssan's
Tranvedy Wil A Donkiy ik The Cianmes

We alog for oty i & cool lorest glade
anid the musciany strike ue @ lively Freach
peasant dance. calzd a toorede, beaching us
Elbe intricate déens Wiarmed by the dange we
walk on, gopping that afternoon at the sulped
castle of Lue, dominated by o vear white stanie
of the Virgm Wlary, irstalled onby months
bedure Stevensem had beans thioagh. He'd had
1 bed diny, strogeling to keep his urwietdy
packon Modesting’s back. "Even a holiday
o warneritting that migst be worked o™ be
arunmbiled, sdding with typical apelmiam, he
great affair i tomove. . o come down off this
fentherbed of crvilisation”

fut husc we arrive ot the Trappist ronasery
afl More Darme des Mesges, whene a cowled
rnank. |ata for mass, scurmas ailertly post. | ssdly
e hMorgarme up and sy poodbye, W hao
eorired S0k bagelhier, b | Rive acceqlid
an imvidon to walk rmy laat day with araothes

B WM iR

dorikey owmer Jean Pierre, on what he says s
the eraoat gpectacular part af dhe el

At Barm wea drive 30km south, then set off
o oot nomoess W Loge=re with Pisache, a
doakey rpmes wiho & walking todasy withou
8 Joadl. Srevereon wae. for once, practcally
spoechiess wheno at the swmmit he gezed “nto
e hanyr air of hiesven and a and of indricate
e hills ot my baat”

Thie view = supendos. the Mediternansan
jumt wisite far to the south. amd we walk dawn
o inte o diffesent lard, thes warm wind
eceried with thipme and rosemary. Tha whie
dusty track leads on ower green hills though
tmy himilels untl, s the shadows ngihen, we
ctne dawr into e Tar valey

A man working Ln o field hails = "Why
15 thar donkey walking froe and you two
carrng loas@? he laughs Theman i P
Chappelle, wha thoagh looldng just 50 s in fact

e coom fox res |t

s, Tty

42 Hick HL

Phtee

T ardd hag worked Jis
emntire e wiih donkeys
m the r.'H-.p?y terrmoed
Jllls heree. “They're
clever anirmals, they'll
netver walk into a hole

<o e ~while that thing,” he
geaticolates i disguat st hls raceos, “will jus
g2 on and break an axel”

Ve wialic o for the last diometre down 1o
e gty illage of Bont de Monbwert, whers
Snevermon had spoant the right at the Aux
Sources du. Tarm irm. Greatly taken with Clarisse
the sarving gud, be wrots thal “her gyes weoe
enpeped with amaieus languor. . although she
head & figume which was a case for says” A faded
sepia picturs taken some 40 vears lober shoeia
ser, maronly woman. Pediape Sleiensoo
et tod much tme with his dorsey ond was &
litfle desperain for burman sarmth,

Jeary Pierns agrees, but notes: that the Scotish
Al sobed whren fnally be oref Moddestine
parted compary: “vou oo will ies these
hays o the bills with @ companion
by Catrries oy Bags withiout
complami”, ke zays There are no
tesars from mes, bt perbaps a skght
lorrp in the thrrat 8% | pat Peache
poodbye for the Anst dme. 5l
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