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M1 00198 South of France [ The Cévennes

Off the beaten track

The stunning Cévennes National Park is not all about flora and

fauna, it 1s a living, working location, reports Solange Hando
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The National Park
Covering over 3 300kma, the
Cévennes National Patk wes
creatEd in 1970 to protect
wrigue natural and cultural
harizege. Dhe 0D agriies o

landscape, ncluding rase orchads
=rd litics and the carmivorgus

¢ faunn hag made a
SPECTACUIAT MeCVEry 1T recent
detades and you mey well spot
begvers and dear and some of
the 208 bird spacies, most
impressive belng the birg
prey: The paricwag decl arn'l a
UMESCD Warld Bloaphers
Reserver in 1985 and claims thres
eco-Tuselrns covering Mont
Loxeére, the Samsses platesn:and
wallée Frangalse.
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haly those who had Jest their
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dalmens and sometimes 3
Romin miin. 8 medieval ahl:ey

walk four just & coup
or 8 wesk o more. Some seek
out old irmigation channels or

wander throgh wiliages: «
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Follow: an ancient trasashumarice
route or Bie pilgdms' wayr to S5t
Gilles d Gardor explore Mont
Lozéve lar apectacular views
wcroes the windswept heath, Up
there, wau can join the soothern
sacom of Stevenson’s tratl, the
Ceottich writer who cressed the
Chvennes with a denkey 130

yesrs g, Horgeriding and
mauntuin-biking are also on
oifer, alengside waterspons an
rivers and Takes, potholing and
cllembirye, and skiotg o winter
in the madest resoms of
Bleerird -hiont
Wine delsn Barque
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Lostina

time warp,

often
isolated, every
village has a
charm of its own;
a maze of cobbled
lanes, an ancient
fountain, a farm

festooned in

flowers...

the stesm train puffing its way
arckind Anduze and nlong the
winding mountain roads lined
with helvaderes which send
shivers dowrn your gpine. I clear
e, the Comiche des

efifies = 8 muit, &

L 15 mad unmdling its
Greathaiing pancsma sl the
way ta St fesn du Gard

Traditional heartlands
Repand Alis, the bisy gatewsy
to tne Cesetires, any Wilips et
1,000 inhabitants becomes a
tewr1 - This s massl] Fanoe
beautifl and unspallt, basking
In the sumirms bt Bitterly
wold i wnte
watch over the
Altber Terptea, &
a prow, St Flerre perchad on a
rocky outcrop, Flome,
headguarters of the Natomal
Park, nll pocis and waterfalis
and pastel-coloured walls

Visit the markets to disomer
thee sty lo=al produce, pélandan
gaat’s cheeag, lamb, beet,
chomuzerle, wild mushrooms In
auburnn, @aeet onjons and
appes, haney. chesmuts, which
ance fed 8 whess I'u.'lll.:,'. sull
used i BUIPE, Fata, bread, jeam,
Hejuer and e o1l feed
olives and wines tn the south
strawhearmes and
romatoes. In summes, right
mmark ke over the smats
‘s B chanoe o browse
crafts: tentibe, wool:
potany stenda o wosd
soulptures. The silk induestry
which floursiied inthe aarly
y lorg gone, bt
TrEE T s I:ngrr m ald mills
md TS eLETE:

Eostin & gme wamp, ofien
leedated, iy ilags s s
charm of itz own. 3 maze of
cobbled lanes, oo ancient

iyl moundings. Amang the
Fruwmnbes s St Hélang, Fihisls
ot the faat af Mont Leedre, Bant

de Montvert nestling In & gresn
haliow, ornice homa to the
reballicas Huguenots known ad
Camisards, Villefort and its
glistening lake, St Germain de
(Zabberte, with its famtastc view's
af 16 the north, and La Cards
Guérin, one of the 'pretiest
willages in France’ ||,mi=ing ACIES
the Chassezac gorge toamnds the
hills. of Ardache

Housshunting

Much of the Cavennes T
heen barehy discoeared by the
haliday praparty marksl so this
= a good tree o by Be
prorared for a fair amount of
research o find your dresm
harme though, The sparsely
popilated rosthem valleps have
few properties for sale Buikdmg
paots, however, are available and
although limestone, granite and
schist remain traditonal

alternpive. A notatibe sstception
i the market is Villefort where s
srmart feur-bedroom Flat costs
£149 000 while hinises range
o £85, 000 o 230000 for a
substantial granite hotee o
730,000 for a 100-room
miletsers’ inn, partly resiored
ani ideal for gites or B&E

Sauth af the Tam, the markes
has roore to offer such ua 8
tradifomal fouer-hadream house:
with b= oram bread omer and
SPNNE for €286, 20 10 Bame des
Cevennss ar an ald ellk Lrrn in
S Genmain de Calberts; parfect
lar carverzian, for £340,000

The most popular srees are
an the ssuthern bordes;
incloding St jean du Gand when
prices rarge fIum L5 D
805,000 for a large villa with
poal and five hectares of
groiinds, and St Etienne Vallée
Frangzies, with & large
larmibouse in nesd of rerosation
cogting £372,000, 8wl with
woodlands near tha ver
£359,000 and an old maral house
with mountain views for hast
€124, 000, Thee peetiy torm of
Anduze hag propertes below
E300,000 and one of the Tane
new developments, Dornaine de
& Granda Fallifre, whems prices
gtnTt at £105,000

The modern city of Alés
cEaimms o srmall develspment,
Le s d'Awena, oifering
Prodrencal-style hauses from
E155.000, 3 limited rangs of
town apartmen s and hoaes
EVEFRZIE St £200,000, mestly on
the curskarts: L

ur Ingrie-fmme oo Top to betham Alfier costic, on the ncrthem fringes of the Chwomes; Lac Villgfars
ML U es o risme, fr £t Niliéne willnge; Pont de Mot
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